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ROCKSHELTER EXCAVATION PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $250,000 AND A 

COUNTY CONTRIBUTION OF $10,000 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING: March 12, 2024 @ 1:30 PM 

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

11. 

Staff is requesting approval to apply for a State Historical Fund (SHF) Grant to complete 

reporting and data analysis for the Douglas County rockshelter excavation project in the 

amount of $250,000, requiring a cash match from the County of $10,000. The application 

is due on April 1, 2024. 

REQUEST 

A. Request 

This is a request for approval of a $250,000 SHF grant application for reporting and 

data analysis of artifacts from the Douglas County rockshelter. The County's cash 

match is projected to be $10,000, which is about 4% of the total project funding. The 

minimal cash match amount is due to the project qualifying as a Black Indigenous and 

People of Color (BIPOC) project as a result of partnering with Native American tribes 

on interpretation of artifacts. The total funding for the project is $260,000. The funds 

for the cash match are available from the 2024 Parks, Trails, Historic Preservation and 

Open Space sales tax (PTHROS) and were approved in the 2024 County budget. 

B. Location 

The rockshelter is located in Douglas County and is considered a protected 

archeological site. As a result of Colorado law to protect archaeological sites, the 

location of the rockshelter will be added to the grant application as part of the 

technical corrections prior to formal submittal to the State. 
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III. BACKGROUND

In 2017, the land that includes the rockshelter was acquired by the Douglas County Board
of County Commissioners (Board).  In 2019, Douglas County contracted with a Cultural
Resource Management (CRM) company to complete a site survey of the property prior to
any development to ensure cultural resources remained protected.

In late 2020, the CRM completed evaluative testing at the rockshelter.  The test
excavation demonstrated that significant buried cultural deposits are present.  The
significance of these deposits, coupled with encroaching residential development,
spurred staff to pursue a SHF grant to assist with the recovery of the cultural deposits
before they are impacted by members of the public.  In 2021, the County was awarded a
SHF grant in the amount of $106,065.  This grant funded the first excavation in the
rockshelter which discovered intact cultural deposits.    In 2023, a second SHF grant was
awarded in the amount of $250,000 to complete excavation of cultural deposits in the
shelter at the request of the consulting tribes.  The project partnered with multiple tribes
for both excavations.

This next grant will focus on reporting and analysis of the artifacts and work with the
tribes on interpretation of the rockshelter occupation.

This rockshelter is a significant site, and a County landmark, because of its cultural
resource contribution to Colorado and Douglas County prehistory and the archaeological
record.

IV. RECOMMENDED ACTION

The SHF grant application for the Douglas County rockshelter excavation project in the
amount of $250,000, with a County contribution of $10,000, may be approved for
submission by the Board as it complies with County approval standards and policies.
Technical corrections will be made to the application prior to the April 1, 2024, submittal
deadline.

Redactions to the grant application have been made as some information pertaining to
this site is not available for public information per C.R.S. § 24-80-401 and Office of
Archaeological and Historic Preservation Publication #1333.
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