OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 REGULAR MEETING 
 WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026  
MINUTES 
 
 
Call to Order  
 
                I. RECURRING ITEMS 
 
ROLL CALL 
Jay Sage, Chair – Present  
Jim Guerra, Vice Chair – Present  
Jennifer Drybread, Committee Member – Present
Mark Giebel, Committee Member – Present 
Patti Hostetler, Committee Member – Present
Gregory Ochs, Committee Member - Present
Brian O’Malley, Committee Member – Present	 
Tom Rundell, Committee Member – Present  
Elizabeth Snow, Committee Member – Present  
Kathie Shandro, Committee Member – Present
 
II.  COSAC Disclosure for Items on the Agenda 
None currently
 
III. Motion to Approve Agenda 
RESULT: Approved 
MOVER: Drybread
SECONDER: Rundell
[bookmark: _Hlk230090718]AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell
EXCUSED: Shandro
 
[bookmark: _Hlk225864596]IV. Motion to Approve Minutes from March 31, 2026
RESULT: Approved 
MOVER: Hostetler			 
SECONDER: O’Malley
[bookmark: _Hlk223949819]AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell
EXCUSED: Shandro

VIII. Public Comment 
No public comment
 
IX. Administrative Announcements 
 
Parks and Trails Update,
· no update provided

Historic Preservation Update, 
· No update provided

Open Space Update
· Lost Canyon Annual Report – Barbara Spagnuolo, Town of Castle Rock, presented the annual Report on Lost Canyon
 
· Agents of Discovery, Darcy Wilson, Administrative Assistant, provided an update on the Agents of Discovery application on Partnership Opportunities, Agent Douglas events and visits, Green University at Cherokee Ranch Castle, and I Spy Agent Discovery-new summer campaign.

· [bookmark: _Hlk228976732]Red Card Training - Kirk Inderbitzen, Operations Manager & Ryan Smith, Ranger Supervisor provided an update on the staff training in 2026 that has happened and upcoming trainings for 2026

· Fall Festival 2026 – Ryan Smith, Ranger Supervisor provided an update on the Fall Festival on September 26th, 2026, status.

· Keep It Colorado – Dan Dertz, Director provided information on HB26-1230 Extended Conservation Easement Tax Credit has just passed the House Appropriations unanimously. The bill went to the House floor May 1, 2026.

               X. Informational Item
· Land Use Process for Buckee’s in El Paso County – Dan Dertz, Director
· Gearing Up for 2027 Budget - Staff
	
       XI.NEW BUSINESS 

Mark Weston Memorial Options – Scott McEldowney, Assistant Director presented a couple options for COSAC members to consider regarding a memorial for Mark Weston, who had passed away recently and was an instrumental member of the open space community. COSAC members were provided cost-estimates to rename the open space and provide an overlook, and an option to rename a trail and place an overlook on the property. COSAC unanimously voted to approve up to $30,000 from the Open Space Operations, Maintenance and Capital Improvement Projects fund from the Parks, Trails, Historic Resources and Open Space Sales Tax, along with accepting a donation from the citizens group supporting the effort to rename the open space. 

XII. Motion to approve the renaming of Spruce Mountain to Mark Weston Open Space at Spruce Mountain
RESULT: Approved 
MOVER: Sage		 
SECONDER: O’Malley
AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell
EXCUSED: Shandro
 
           	EXECUTIVE SESSION

[bookmark: _Hlk136344539]COSAC entered executive session pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-6-402(4)(a),(b) and discussed the potential acquisition of specific real property in Douglas County for preservation as open space. The discussion included the costs, benefits, and relative merits of potential property acquisitions, existing protections and encumbrances, limitations upon use, wildlife, natural resources, terrain, surrounding properties, and how the property relates to the objectives of COSAC and Douglas County. COSAC also received legal advice from an assistant county attorney regarding executive sessions and compliance with the Colorado Open Meetings Law.

[bookmark: _Hlk220490757]Motion for COSAC to enter an executive session.
                          RESULT: Approved
          MOVER: Sage
                          SECONDER: O’Malley
                          AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell
          EXCUSED: Shandro
        
ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION
After adjourning the executive session, COSAC members came back to the regular COSAC meeting.  COSAC Chair, Jay Sage stated that COSAC was now finished with the executive session pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-6-402(4)(a),(b) for the purposes of discussing the potential acquisition of specific properties and legal advice, stated that no decisions were made in the executive session, and asked for a motion for adjournment.
Motion for COSAC to exit executive session.
RESULT: Approved
MOVER: O’Malley
SECONDER: Hostetler
AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler,  Rundell
EXCUSED: Shandro
	      
[bookmark: _Hlk220490222]               ADJOURN REGULAR MEETING 
Motion to adjourn the regular COSAC meeting.
RESULT: Approved
MOVER: Hostetler
SECONDER: Rundell
AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell
EXCUSED: Shandro

