OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 REGULAR MEETING 
 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2026  
MINUTES 
 
 
Call to Order  
 
                I. RECURRING ITEMS 
 
ROLL CALL 
Jay Sage, Chair – Present  
Jim Guerra, Vice Chair – Excused
Jennifer Drybread, Committee Member – Present
Mark Giebel, Committee Member – Present 
Patti Hostetler, Committee Member – Present
Gregory Ochs, Committee Member - Present
Brian O’Malley, Committee Member – Present	 
Tom Rundell, Committee Member – Present  
Elizabeth Snow, Committee Member – Present  
Kathie Shandro, Committee Member – Excused
 
II.  COSAC Disclosure for Items on the Agenda 
None currently
 
III. Motion to Approve Agenda 
RESULT: Approved 
MOVER: Hostetler
SECONDER: O’Malley
AYES: Sage, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell
EXCUSED: Shandro, Guerra
 
[bookmark: _Hlk225864596]IV. Motion to Approve Minutes from May 6, 2026
RESULT: Approved 
MOVER: Drybread			 
SECONDER: Rundell
[bookmark: _Hlk223949819]AYES: AYES: Sage, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell
EXCUSED: Shandro, Guerra

VIII. Public Comment 
No public comment
 
IX. Administrative Announcements 
 
Parks and Trails Update,
· no update provided

Historic Preservation Update, 
· No update provided

Open Space Update
· Visitation Update – Tiffany McCauley/Ryan Smith/Kirk Inderbitzen presented the year-to-date visitation numbers on Open Space properties using the Flock system tools.
 
· Wildlife Videos – Tiffany McCauley showed a video culmination of the different wildlife species we have on our Open Space properties. Informed that the videos are also posted on the County’s social media.

               X. Informational Item
· Site Tours for Archeology Excavation on 6/5/26 – Dan Dertz, Director
Email sent by Brittany Cassell for COSAC to register to attend a tour at the excavation site.

· Kudos for Open Space Rangers – Kirk Inderbitzen, Operations Manager
Douglas County Under Sheriff contacted Mr. Inderbitzen to give kudos regarding their response to the Search & Rescue event at Indian Creek Trailhead that occurred last week and the efforts, skill set and professionalism while working with the Operations Emergency Management (OEM) team.

· Andy Hough Retirement Party – Dan Dertz, Director informed COSAC that Andy’s retirement party will be on 6/30/26 starting at noon at the trailhead at Hidden Mesa. Invitations will be emailed out shortly.

· The Greenland Overpass Award – Dan Dertz, Director the Denver Regional Council of Governments has awarded the Greenland Wildlife Overpass the Metro Vision Award. Ceremony will be on August 26, 2026.

· Honoring of Mark Weston Update – Dan Dertz stated that the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) in a work session and they support COSAC’s recommendation. The BOCC recommended that Open Space brings this to the BOCC business meeting with the family to celebrate and do something special for Mr. Weston in the meeting along with a ribbon cutting ceremony at the property.  

       XI.NEW BUSINESS 

· Douglas Land Conservancy Grant Discussion – Jay Sage, COSAC Chair shared that a Douglas Land Conservancy (DLC) volunteer asked if COSAC would consider a grant program that could support joint efforts between the County and DLC. COSAC discussed potentially recommending fund between $10,000 - $20,000 to support fire mitigation, weed management, or education. COSAC suggested that DLC leadership determine if there is a financial need in any of these the areas discussed. Staff was asked to contact DLC leadership and discuss these opportunities. 

· Board of County Commissioners Subdivision Parcel Disposal to HOA- Jay Sage, COSAC Chair discussed vacant lots 400 parcels that are under the management of Open Space. Jay suggested that COSAC recommend support for these smaller properties to be deeded to another party for ownership and management. This concept would reduce ownership and maintenance responsibilities for Open Space. 

· Pine Beetle Infestation Approach – Ryan Smith, Ranger Supervisor shared that OEM is taking the lead on addresses with Douglas County pine beetle mitigations that we need to do this Summer. Education in the community is the highest priority and OEM along with Open Space staff will be assessing and working with a contractor, Open Space or OEM to remove trees. 


           	EXECUTIVE SESSION

[bookmark: _Hlk136344539]COSAC entered executive session pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-6-402(4)(a),(b) and discussed the potential acquisition of specific real property in Douglas County for preservation as open space. The discussion included the costs, benefits, and relative merits of potential property acquisitions, existing protections and encumbrances, limitations upon use, wildlife, natural resources, terrain, surrounding properties, and how the property relates to the objectives of COSAC and Douglas County. COSAC also received legal advice from an assistant county attorney regarding executive sessions and compliance with the Colorado Open Meetings Law.

[bookmark: _Hlk220490757]Motion for COSAC to enter an executive session.
                          RESULT: Approved
          MOVER: O’Malley
[bookmark: _Hlk232154899]                          SECONDER: Drybread									          AYES: Sage, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell
  EXCUSED: Shandro, Guerra
        
ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION
After adjourning the executive session, COSAC members came back to the regular COSAC meeting.  COSAC Chair, Jay Sage stated that COSAC was now finished with the executive session pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-6-402(4)(a),(b) for the purposes of discussing the potential acquisition of specific properties and legal advice, stated that no decisions were made in the executive session, and asked for a motion for adjournment.
Motion for COSAC to exit executive session.
RESULT: Approved
MOVER: Hostetler
SECONDER: Rundell
AYES: Sage, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell EXCUSED: Shandro, Guerra
	      

Motion for COSAC to not recommend acquisition of the property discussed  in executive session to the Board of County Commissioners.
RESULT: Approved
MOVER: Sage
SECONDER: Ochs
AYES: Sage, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell EXCUSED: Shandro, Guerra 


[bookmark: _Hlk220490222]               ADJOURN REGULAR MEETING 
Motion to adjourn the regular COSAC meeting.
RESULT: Approved
MOVER: Hostetler
SECONDER: O’Malley
AYES: Sage, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Hostetler, Rundell EXCUSED: Shandro, Guerra

