OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 REGULAR MEETING 
 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026  
MINUTES 
 
 
Call to Order  
 
                I. RECURRING ITEMS 
 
ROLL CALL 
Jay Sage, Chair – Present  
Jim Guerra, Vice Chair – Present  
Jennifer Drybread, Committee Member – Present
Mark Giebel, Committee Member – Present 
Patti Hostetler, Committee Member – Excused
Gregory Ochs, Committee Member - Present 
Brian O’Malley, Committee Member – Present	 
Tom Rundell, Committee Member – Present  
Elizabeth Snow, Committee Member – Present  
Kathie Shandro, Committee Member – Excused
 
II. Disclosure for Items on the Agenda 
Jay Sage would like to, moving forward, add a category after Administrative Announcements called Current & Future Vision
 
III. Motion to Approve Agenda 
RESULT: Approved 
MOVER: O’Malley
SECONDER: Guerra
[bookmark: _Hlk214950452]AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Rundell
EXCUSED: Hostetler, Shandro
 
IV. Motion to Approve Minutes from February 4, 2026
RESULT: Approved 
MOVER: Guerra				 
SECONDER: Rundell
[bookmark: _Hlk223949819]AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Rundell
EXCUSED: Hostetler, Shandro
 
V. Public Comment 
No public comment
 
VI. Administrative Announcements 
 
Parks and Trails Update, no update provided

Historic Preservation Update, 
· They were turned down for the grant for Prairie Canyon Ranch due to lack of detail. Brittany Cassell will resubmit with attachments. Historic Preservation is applying for a grant for excavation at Bayou Gulch. 

Scott McEldowney, Assistant Director, provided the following updates:
· Mr. McEldowney attended the Douglas County Elected Officials, Directors, and Assistant Directors Retreat about integrating AI and technology into our daily operations and how important human dimensions are.
 
Dan Dertz, Director, provided the following updates:
· Open Space has been receiving calls regarding fire risks due to this year’s drought regarding fire danger in our open spaces. Staff are working on reducing these risks, specifically in the Sterling Ranch/Dupont area. Staff are working with the railroad, and they are going to mitigate along the railroad. Staff have worked hard to prepare the site for this and evaluated the Dupont site. Staff are looking at ways to mitigate the areas at Sharptail and woodhouse property in conjunction with our management plan. Also reviewing other areas in the County’s Open Spaces as well for mitigation and treatment. 
· Town of Castle Rock will be updating COSAC and staff on their Lost Canyon annual report at the April or May 2026 meeting.
· 15 passenger van COSAC approved has been received. If COSAC has no official business to discuss at any future meetings staff will offer to take COSAC on tours of Open Space properties using the new van in late Spring or early Summer. Lost Canyon tour requested to be first. 
· 3 Ranger trucks that COSAC approved have been order.
· Ranger Chase Everly was first to respond to a head on crash on Hwy 86. The Wilderness First Aid Events training was put into play. 

Ryan Smith, Ranger Supervisor, provided the following updates:
· Ranger Cassidy Brown was sworn in on February 23rd.
· Staff continues to amplify their training programs. Getting Red Card Certified April 22nd and 23rd.

· Jay Sage, COSAC Chair, provided the following updates:
Board of County Commissioners at the last Land Use Meeting, February 10th, had a   presentation from Sterling Ranch where they talked about their Open Space area, 185 acres, named Louvers Elk Migration Corridor. 

VII.OLD BUSINESS/CURRENT AND FUTURE VISIONS
· COSAC members discussed current and future items regarding property maintenance and budget items. 
	
VIII.NEW BUSINESS 
 
Pollinator Presentation – Chase Everly, Ranger/Land Management Specialist 


Annual Report to the Board of County Commissioners Meeting – Dan Dertz, Director informed COSAC that the meeting will be scheduled for mid to end March. As a group, discuss what COSAC has a focus on and the vision.

X. Motion for COSAC to move the annual meeting/Election of Officers to April.
                        RESULT: Approved
        MOVER: Guerra
                         SECONDER: Drybread
                         AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Rundell
         EXCUSED: Hostetler, Shandro

          IX. Motion for COSAC to enter an executive session.
                        RESULT: Approved
        MOVER: Rundell
                         SECONDER: Guerra
                         AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Rundell
         EXCUSED: Hostetler, Shandro

      	EXECUTIVE SESSION

[bookmark: _Hlk136344539]COSAC entered executive session pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-6-402(4)(a),(b) and discussed the potential acquisition of specific real property in Douglas County for preservation as open space. The discussion included the costs, benefits, and relative merits of potential property acquisitions, existing protections and encumbrances, limitations upon use, wildlife, natural resources, terrain, surrounding properties, and how the property relates to the objectives of COSAC and Douglas County. COSAC also received legal advice from an assistant county attorney regarding executive sessions and compliance with the Colorado Open Meetings Law.

[bookmark: _Hlk220490757]Motion for COSAC to enter an executive session.
RESULT: Approved
MOVER: Rundell
SECONDER: Guerra
AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Rundell
EXCUSED: Hostetler, Shandro
		          

ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION
After adjourning the executive session, COSAC members came back to the regular COSAC meeting.  COSAC Chair, Jay Sage stated that COSAC was now finished with the executive session pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-6-402(4)(a),(b) for the purposes of discussing the potential acquisition of specific properties and legal advice, stated that no decisions were made in the executive session, and asked for a motion for adjournment.
Motion for COSAC to exit executive session.
RESULT: Approved
MOVER: O’Malley
SECONDER: Drybread
AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Rundell
EXCUSED: Hostetler, Shandro
	      

[bookmark: _Hlk220490222]               ADJOURN REGULAR MEETING 
Motion to adjourn the regular COSAC meeting.
RESULT: Approved
MOVER: Drybread
SECONDER: Rundell
AYES: Sage, Guerra, O’Malley, Snow, Ochs, Drybread, Giebel, Rundell
EXCUSED: Hostetler, Shandro

