
RESOLUTION NO. R-026-XXX 
 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE COUNTY OF DOUGLAS, COLORADO 

 
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING PROCEDURES FOR THE EXECUTION, RESOLUTION, 

AND ENACTMENT OF VOTER-INITIATED BALLOT MEASURES 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Douglas, Colorado, 
(“Board”) adopts this Resolution to ensure, properly safeguard, protect, and preserve the voter-
initiated ballot measure process. 

 
WHEREAS, while Article 5 § 1 of the Colorado Constitution provides the authority for 

voters to seek a statutory or constitutional amendment, C.R.S. §30-11-103.5 directs counties to use 
as nearly as practicable the procedures for municipal initiatives. The Board adopts this Resolution 
under the authority afforded it under Title 30, Article 11 and Title 31, Article 11 of the Colorado 
Revised Statutes.  

 
WHEREAS, the Board adopts the following procedures related to voter-initiated ballot 

measures:    
 
Application of State Law 
 
 Because C.R.S. §30-11-103.5 directs counties to use municipal procedures for voter-
initiated ballot measures, Douglas County shall use state law to the extent possible unless the 
unique nature of county government renders the use of municipal procedures impossible.  

 
Challenge Resolution 
 

Pursuant to C.R.S. §31-11-110(3), the Douglas County Board of County Commissioners 
shall designate the hearing officer for any protest or challenge filed pursuant to C.R.S. §31-11-
110. The Douglas County Board of County Commissioners may designate the Douglas County 
Clerk as the hearing officer for a protest or challenge filed pursuant to C.R.S. §31-11-110. 

 
 In addressing any challenge to the validity of a petition or signature, Hearing Officers shall 
strictly apply state law regarding petitions, form of petition sections, circulators, and signatures.  
 
 Hearing Officers shall inform the Douglas County Board of County Commissioners, 
Douglas County Sheriff, District Attorney of the 23rd Judicial District, Douglas County Clerk, and 
any other law enforcement agency of applicable jurisdiction of any unlawful or criminal conduct 
identified during the adjudication of any challenge to the validity of a petition or signature, 
including all criminal conduct codified pursuant to C.R.S. §§31-11-114 and 31-11-115.   
 
 In addressing any challenge to the validity of a petition or signature, Hearing Officers shall 
apply C.R.S. §31-11-106(5).  C.R.S. §31-11-106(5) states, “Any petition section that fails to 



conform to the requirements of this article or that is circulated in a manner other than that permitted 
by this article shall be invalid.” 
 
Ballot Title  
 
 Pursuant to C.R.S. §31-11-111(1), the Douglas County Board of County Commissioners 
shall promptly fix a Ballot Title for each initiative or referendum. 
 

Pursuant to C.R.S. §31-11-111(4), the Douglas County Board of County Commissioners 
shall have original jurisdiction over any protest concerning a Ballot Title. Protests concerning a 
Ballot Title shall be filed in writing to the Douglas County Board of County Commissioners within 
the later of 72 hours after a Ballot Title is set or the adoption of this Resolution. The Douglas 
County Board of County Commissioners shall have a hearing on any protest filed concerning a 
Ballot Title, no more than 96 hours after receipt of the protest. Protests must plainly state the 
grounds for the protest. The Douglas County Board of County Commissioners shall strictly and 
narrowly apply state law on fixing Ballot Titles and this Resolution in adjudicating any protest 
concerning a Ballot Title.  

 
Enactment 
 
 Where the voters of Douglas County adopt a voter-initiated ballot measure that does not 
provide the complete language to ensure the enactment and execution of the intent of the adopted 
ballot measure, unless prohibited by law, the Board of County Commissioners shall adopt any 
additional ordinances, resolutions, policies, and contracts to enable Douglas County to perform the 
intent of the adopted ballot measure.    

 
WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board should any section, clause, sentence, or part of 

this Resolution be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, 
the same shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the Resolution as a whole or any part thereof other 
than the part so declared to be invalid. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Douglas, 

State of Colorado, Douglas County adopt these procedures for referring a voter-initiated ballot 
measure to an election, resolving disputes related to a voter-initiated ballot measure, and the 
enactment of voter-initiated ballot measures.    
 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this XX day of August 2026, in Castle Rock, Douglas County, 
Colorado. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  
OF THE COUNTY OF DOUGLAS, COLORADO  
 
 
BY:  
 
____________________________________  
George Teal, Chair  
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
____________________________________  
Hayley Hall, Clerk to the Board 

 


