


ORDINANCE NO. 0-025-###


THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF DOUGLAS, COLORADO

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE REGULATION OF OVERSIZED VEHICLE PARKING AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKING; AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF.


WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. § 30-15-401(1)(h)(I), the Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) is authorized to adopt ordinances to control and regulate the movement and parking of motor vehicles on public property; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. § 42-4-111(l)(a) and (c), the Board is authorized to regulate or prohibit the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles and to regulate traffic by means of Official Traffic Control Devices; and

NOW THEREFORE IT BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF DOUGLAS, COLORADO, THAT: THIS ORDINANCE HEREIN IS STATED IN ITS ENTIRETY

SECTION 1: GENERAL TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

Purpose, The purpose of this ordinance is to promote general public welfare and safety by imposing and enforcing reasonable and necessary traffic and parking restrictions in the County.
Definitions. Unless otherwise specified or the context otherwise requires, the following words shall have the following meanings throughout this ordinance.
“County” means Douglas County, Colorado.
“Empty weight” means the weight of any motor vehicle or trailer or any combination thereof, including the operating body and accessories, as determined by weighing on a scale approved by the department. 
“Gross vehicle weight rating” (GVWR): Is the value specified by the manufacturer as the loaded weight of a single motor vehicle or trailer in other words, this is the maximum allowable weight of the fully loaded vehicle (including passengers, cargo, fuel, accessories, etc.), as determined by the vehicle’s manufacturer.

“Owner” means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle; or, if a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee or if a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be deemed the owner for purposes herein. The term also includes parties otherwise having lawful use or control or the right to use or control a vehicle for a period of thirty days or more.
	“Park” or “parking” means the standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, other than very briefly for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers.
“Recreational Vehicle” means, a vehicle designed to be used primarily for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use that either has its own motor power or is or can be mounted on or towed by another vehicle. “Recreational Vehicle” includes any motor home, camper coach, camper trailer, trailer coach, watercraft, snowmobile, off-highway vehicle, and other similar recreational equipment. 
 “Roadway” means that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the sidewalk, berm, or shoulder even though such sidewalk, berm, or shoulder is used by persons riding bicycles or other human-powered vehicles and exclusive of that portion of a highway designated for exclusive use as a bicycle path or reserved for the exclusive use of bicycles, human-powered vehicles, or pedestrians.  
“Semi-Trailers” means any wheeled vehicle, without motor power, designed to be used in conjunction with a laden or unladen truck tractor so that some part of its own weight and that of its cargo load rests upon or is carried by such laden or unladen truck tractor and that is generally and commonly used to carry and transport property over the public highways.
“Trailer” means any wheeled vehicle, without motive power, which is designed to be drawn by a motor vehicle and to carry its cargo load wholly upon its own structure and that is generally and commonly used to carry and transport property over the public highways. For the purposes of Section 5 of this ordinance, “Trailer” includes recreational vehicles, semitrailers, and utility trailers.
“Utility trailer” means any wheeled vehicle weighing two thousand pounds or less, without motor power, which is designed to be drawn by a motor vehicle and which is generally and commonly used to carry and transport personal effects, articles of household furniture, loads of trash and rubbish, or not to exceed two horses over the public highways. 
“Watercraft” means any boat or vessel designed to travel on water, including but not limited to motorboats, sailboats, jet skis, canoes, kayaks, and paddle boards.
“Vehicle” means any device that is capable of moving itself, or of being moved, from place to place upon wheels or endless tracks

SECTION 2: REGULATION OF OVERSIZED VEHICLE AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKING ON PUBLIC ROADWAYS.

It shall be unlawful for any person or owner within unincorporated areas of Douglas County: 

1) To park or allow to be parked any truck tractor, semitrailer, trailer, camper trailer, utility trailer, or recreational vehicle on or upon any public street, roadway, or highway, except as provided in Subsections (2) and (3) below.

2) To park or allow to be parked a vehicle exceeding Eight-Thousand-Five Hundred (8,500) pounds empty weight, or any attached or unattached (to a licensed/unlicensed motor vehicle) vehicle trailer, utility trailer, semitrailer, truck tractor, farm tractor, automobile trailer, or boat trailer, for a period of time longer than seventy-two (72) hours during a seven-day (7) period upon any public roadway adjacent to any property in any area within the county that is zoned as a residential area; except where such vehicle(s) are actively loading or unloading or actively engaged in rendering services in the immediate area.  Movement of the vehicle(s) prior to the expiration of such 72-hour period, to another zoned residential area in the county within 1 mile radius, does not reset the time limits set forth by this ordinance and the penalties associated.       

3) To park any recreational vehicle for a period of time longer than seventy-two (72) hours during a seven-day (7) day period on a public roadway adjacent to any property in any area within the county that is zoned as a residential area; except where such vehicle(s) are actively loading or unloading in the immediate area.  Movement of the vehicle(s) prior to the expiration of such 72-hour period, to another zoned residential area in the county within 1 mile radius, does not reset the time limits set forth by this ordinance and the penalties associated.        


SECTION 3: ENFORCEMENT.

                              Enforcement. This ordinance shall be enforced by the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office.

         SECTION 4: VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

Violation. Any person who violates any Section of this Ordinance commits an infraction as defined under C.R.S. §30-15-402(1) and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000 for each separate violation of this Ordinance, plus a surcharge of $10 under C.R.S. §30-15-402(2). It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision of this ordinance referenced herein. In any prosecution for any violation of this ordinance wherein the identity of the violator is in question (such as citations issued when the driver of the vehicle is not present), there shall be a rebuttable presumption that the violation was committed by the Owner of the motor vehicle or trailer in which the violation occurred.

(a) 	Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Section 2 commits a traffic infraction and is punishable with a maximum fine of $1000 dollars.
(b) 	In accordance with this section, a penalty assessment may be issued and will carry a fine of $50 plus applicable fees and surcharges for a first offense, $100 plus applicable fees, and surcharges for a second offense, and $200 plus applicable fees and surcharges for a third or subsequent offense within a 365-day period. Any subsequent violations within the 365-days are subject to a mandatory court appearance and is not eligible for the option of a penalty assessment.  
(c) This applies to all cases wherein the alleged violator acknowledges guilt or liability, is found guilty by a court of competent jurisdiction, or has judgment entered against him/her.  If the penalty assessment procedure is not authorized and/or used, and the alleged offender is found guilty, court costs may be assessed in addition to the fine and penalties set forth above.
(d) The imposition of any penalty imposed pursuant to this Section two shall not preclude impound where appropriate pursuant to section five.

Defenses.
It shall be a defense that the area was not zoned as a residential area at the time of the violation. It shall further be a defense that the violation was the result of the direction of a Law Enforcement Officer or at the direction of an Official Traffic Control Device. It shall not be a defense that the Owner of the vehicle was not the person who placed the vehicle, trailer, or allowed the vehicle, trailer to be placed in the restricted area(s) and such Owner shall be responsible for all violations involving the owner's vehicle(s). 
Disposition of Fines and Forfeitures. Unless otherwise provided by law, all fines and penalties, and the surcharge thereon, for the violation of this ordinance shall be paid into the treasury of Douglas County.
Surcharges. In addition to the fines and penalties prescribed in this ordinance, any person convicted of a violation of this ordinance shall be subject to the statutory surcharges of ten
dollars ($10.00) for the Victims and Witnesses Assistance and Law Enforcement Fund.  Colorado requires law enforcement to collect a $1 surcharge to supplement the Family-Friendly Court Program Cash Fund. These surcharges shall be paid to the clerk of the court by each person convicted of violating this ordinance. The clerk shall transmit the monies to the respective funds in accordance with C.R.S. § 30-15-402(2).
Scope. This ordinance shall apply to every street, alley, sidewalk, driveway, park, and to every other public way or public place, or public parking area (except where such application is prohibited by C.R.S. § 30-15-401(9)(a) and § 42-4-111(1)). This ordinance shall in no way limit the application and enforcement of any statutes of the State of Colorado but shall be in addition thereto.
Severability. If any part or parts of this ordinance are for any reason held to be invalid, such provision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The Board of County Commissioners hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each part or parts hereof, irrespective of the fact that any one part or parts be declared invalid.

SECTION 5: IMPOUNDS
In addition to the penalties and procedures set forth hereinabove, the Sheriff, or any person acting under his direction, is authorized to impound vehicles or trailers, by means of towing under the following circumstances:

(a) 	if the registered owner of the vehicle or trailer has been issued three or more citations in a 365-day period, the vehicle and/or trailer may be impounded.  If the vehicle or trailer is considered for impound, The Sheriff’s Office will tag the vehicle or trailer for 72 hours as abandoned. Every attempt will be made to contact the registered owner to notify them for movement/removal.  If after 72 hours the vehicle or trailer has not been moved, it will be impounded at the Owner’s expense.

(b) if the vehicle or trailer is illegally parked, for any length of time: (1) in a manner that obstructs any roadway or emergency access; (2) in a fire zone or in front of a fire hydrant; (3) in a manner that prevents any other vehicle or trailer from being able to move; (4) in any area marked by appropriate signage as a tow away zone; or
(c) in any other circumstance where the sheriff or a person acting under his authority determines that it would be unsafe for the vehicle or trailer to remain. 

Additionally, the cost of recovering an impounded vehicle or trailer shall be the responsibility of the Owner of the vehicle or trailer and shall be in addition to any other fines or penalties that may otherwise apply.

SECTION 6: CERTIFICATION.
The Douglas County Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and shall have on file copies of this ordinance available for inspection by the public during regular business hours.

SECTION 7: EFFECTIVE DATE.

This ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after publication after adoption on second reading and shall apply to or committed on or after said date.

INTRODUCED, READ, AND ADOPTED ON FIRST READING on this ____ day of __________. 2025
and ordered published in the DOUGLAS COUNTY NEWS-PRESS.

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF THE COUNTY OF DOUGLAS, COLORADO

By:__________________________
George Teal, Chair

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Clerk to the Board

ADOPTED ON SECOND AND FINAL READING, AS AMENDED, on this ____ day of _______________, 2025, and ordered published in the DOUGLAS COUNTY NEWS-PRESS.

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF THE COUNTY OF DOUGLAS, COLORADO

By:__________________________
George Teal, Chair

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Clerk of the Board

CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 0-025-### was introduced, read and adopted on first reading at the regular meeting of the Board of County Commissions of the County of Douglas on ____________________, and the same was published in full in the Douglas County News Press, a newspaper of general circulation published in Douglas County, on this ____ day of __________, 2025, and thereafter was adopted on second and final reading, as amended, at a regular public hearing of the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Douglas on ____________________.  Said ordinance was published in full on ________________, 2025.  Said ordinance shall become effective as of __________________, 2025.

							__________________________________
							Clerk to the Board

State of Colorado	)
)ss.
County of Douglas	)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ________, day of _______________, 2025 by __________________________. 
									
									____________________________________
			
		Notary Public 
My commission expires: ____________________	


CERTIFICATION

I, __________________, Douglas County Clerk to the Board, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance No. 0-025-xxx, entitled, AN ORDINANCE FOR THE REGULATION OF OVERSIZED VEHICLE PARKING AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKING; AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF, is a true, correct and complete copy from the records in my office, that said ordinance was duly adopted by the Board of County Commissioners of Douglas County and is in full force and effect.

_________________________________________
	Clerk to the Board	
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